
 
 
 
 
 

Plymouth & Exeter District 

 
From the Chair 
I am so glad to be in Plymouth and Exeter.  Your welcome has been warm indeed and my head is buzzing 
with all the new people I have met.  I have been to almost every circuit and by Sunday will have been to 
all.  I have been fed, watered and supported in prayer.  I have been encouraged by the imagination and 
enthusiasm I have encountered.  The Holy Spirit is truly at work among us. 
 
After our September Synod debate on Climate Change we promised we would look at a means of 
continuing the discussion on line.  We are in the final stages of testing an addition to our District Web 
site www.pemd.org.uk which will allow us to make such discussion possible and will let you know as 
soon as possible. 
 
When I arrived in the district I expected to be busy and not to make any suggestions on District policy 
until sometime in mid 2010.  My travels and visits in the District and my experience of the stationing 
process for ministers led me to make three proposals for the District at December DPC - all of which, 
after discussion, were approved. 
 First - Discipleship.  This seems to be a bit of a buzzword in Methodism at the moment with input 

from Connexion and also at grass roots level.  It is my observation for many years that discipleship is 
greatly encouraged by the development of small Christian communities - what we have traditionally 
called Classes.  All members of the Methodist Church become members when their names are 
written in a Class Book.  We appoint Class Leaders - but offer no training for them.  The district will be 
developing training for Class Leaders in the near future. 

 Second - Ordained Ministry.  For many reasons, some understandable, less ministers wish to come to 
the south-west than to other areas of the country.  For example, many ministers are in their 40's and 
50's and have elderly parents whom they wish to be within reach of.  Up to 1999 we had a category 
of minister called 'Minister in Local Appointment'.  We do not have such categories any longer but it 
is still possible to be a Methodist Presbyter (though not a Deacon) while not being stipendiary or 
being required to move around the country.  We therefore want to challenge you, the 10,000 
Methodist Christians in the district, to help us to identify those God is calling to this sort of ministry.  
More details soon. 

 Third - Pioneer Ministry.  The Connexional Venture FX project is now underway and will help us 
develop means to reach the under 35's.  The DPC accepted that we need to develop a District 
strategy for reaching the under 40's and the Evangelism Task Group are now working on this.  If you 
have any inspiration or comments that the group might find helpful, please contact Deacon Ruth 
Richey ruthrichey@aol.com  

 
Lastly - Regrouping for Mission - Mapping a Way Forward.  We are in the process of organising six 
regional meetings and are planning for a special Synod on June 12th at The Mint.  Keith Elliott, before he 
left, set up and started the process of looking at our groupings - circuits.  Dave Martin is now taking this 
on and dates for meetings are being coordinated via the District Office.   
Some circuits have done more than others but all of us need to look at our relationships as circuits and 
how we relate to nearby circuits.  We need to put the emphasis on enabling mission and the best 
groupings for that. 
 
  

http://www.pemd.org.uk/
mailto:ruthrichey@aol.com


The agenda for each meeting will follow a similar pattern: 
1. Identifying the issues in each circuit: 

a. Mission opportunities 

b. Ecumenical opportunities 

c. Staffing 

d. Finance 

e. Premises 

f. Short and medium term threats 

2. Current collaborations (ecumenical and inter-circuit) 

3. How might regrouping serve to:  

a. enhance ongoing work 

b. create new opportunities 

c. resolve current difficulties 

4. What are the stages on the way to achieving this model? 

 
Once we have held the initial meeting of the six regional groups of circuits there will be six to eight 
weeks of discussion during which proposals can be formed to bring to a meeting Synod.  This timetable 
will allow us to make any new groupings concrete before the 2010/2011 stationing begins. 
 
 
District Office Up and Running 
Mrs Cristina Orchard has started work as District Administrator / PA to the Chair of District. 
She is currently working from a temporary office at The Mint Methodist Church,  
Fore Street, Exeter EX4 3AT 
The office phone number is 01392 211624.  This is the preferred number for both the Administrator and 
the District Chair. 
The email addresses are as below at present but will be replaced with admin@pemd.org.uk and 
chair@pemd.org.uk in the near future.  We will let you know when this is arranged.  There will be some 
overlap with my current email address so that mails sent to that address will be forwarded to the new 
one. 
We're very grateful to The Mint for all the help and support they have offered and look forward to 
establishing the full District Resource Centre which we hope will be open by the end of April. 
 
 
Get to know your District Chair 
If you want to find out more about Pete the person, then listen here for a special edition of Training 
Tuesday, when Steve interviewed Pete. (It’s a large file, so only click if you have broadband!) 
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Steve is slowly moving base from his home to the new District Resource Centre at the Mint, Exeter so 
his new landline number is 01392 211624 where you will be able to leave messages. Steve intends to 
work on his part-time Methodist role Monday to Wednesday so will be mostly available on those days. 
Saturday is his normal day off. 
 
We are recording loads of our training sessions as mp3’s and videos to open up the experience to as 
many people as possible. These resources are mostly focused on Ministers but here are some ‘public’ 
highlights from last few months – feel free to browse... 
 

 A great introduction to Pete where he tells some of his story and unpacks his vision for the 
future watch  listen 

 Kevin Hooke speaks from his sabbatical on fresh expressions of church – a great intro to this 
innovative concept. 

 Dave Martin introduces an exciting District initiative to plant some 6+ new churches focused 
around the under 40’s 

 
 
Circuit Steward Training – several circuit stewards have expressed a desire to connect with others and 
to grow in understanding of the role – this Tuesday our District Secretary Edwin Dobinson is running an 
online session with opportunity for discussion and Q&A’s – if you would be interested all you need is a 
phone and computer OR a computer headset .. You register by clicking here  
 
New Media and Powerpoint Training ς in next few weeks Steve is running online seminars for those 
interested in developing their skills with powerpoint and using new media (social networks, mp3’s, 
podcasts, blogs, video..) Click on the titles to register, you will be sent emails with more instructions. 

Microsoft Powerpoint Basics for Worship Gatherings - with Steve Jones - Open to All 

Steve presents then takes some questions.  
making slides, animations, slide transitions, data projectors 

Using New Media 1 - blogs, podcasts, mp3's, and social networking with Steve Jones. 
Open to All 

An introduction to these technologies and their use in mission and ministry .  
Steve will present and then take questions 

Using New Media 2 - using videos - online and in our gatherings with Steve Jones - Open to 
All 

Steve looks at the use of video in mission and ministry - the basic skills, tools and usages 
 
Prayer Ministry Teams Training – Apologies if you responded to our November email, this course has 
been delayed.  If you signed in last time you don’t need to again.   
Does your church already have a prayer team and you would like to freshen up or check out your 
approach?  Would you like to explore setting up a team at your church?  Click here if you would like to 
express an interest, or have a chat with Dave Martin.  
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EDEV [deeper...]  Latest ς Extending Discipleship, Exploring Vocation 
 

 Disciple – as a District we are looking to help develop the Disciple course in churches and 
circuits.  Disciple is a course for those wanting to deepen their understanding of the Bible and 
embed that understanding in their lives . 

 Exploring Christianity – is a partnership with the Dioceses of Exeter and Bath&Wells. A modular 
course in such things as Christian spirituality, new testament, models of church, etc.. in an 
ecumenical setting. 

 Small Group Leaders – we will be helping to resource and train any small group leaders you may 
have in your churches and circuits – watch this space for more information (house groups, cell 
groups, etc...) 

 Bands – one of the original practices of the early Methodists was membership of a band; 

multiplying groups of two or three believers meeting weekly to study the Bible, develop 

voluntary accountability, pray for each other and their friends and encourage gifts, ministries 

and mission. We want to help churches and individuals get hold of this revolutionary concept. 

Watch this space for further resources to help you start your band or if you can’t wait contact 

Steve or Dave asap. 

 Vocations Day  – Saturday April 17th – we are holding a district ‘Vocations’ Day in Torbay. Feel 
called? Don’t feel called? All welcome... Explore a diversity of vocations, get inspired and 
connect with others at similar stages in their journey – with Revd Val Price, Revd Jerry Cook and 
Steve Jones. Contact Steve to find out more... or book in here for free. 

 Candidating – this year the District helped 3 candidates apply for initial ministerial training, next 
year there are 5+.  If you feel God may be calling you to Presbyteral or Diaconal ministry do 
contact your superintendent and Steve asap. 

 
Worship Leaders Courses - There are several of the national worship leaders courses running in the 
district, Steve is about to help run one in Barnstaple, contact him if you are interested or click here. 
 
CDiM Latest (Continuing Development in Ministry) - As a District we are hosting a refresher residential 
for ministers with Revd Dr Mark Wakelin and Revd Pete Pillinger. We are also pioneering the new 
regular CDiM chat at www.trainingtuesdays.net  
 
Safeguarding Training Latest ... 
We are currently rolling out a new national training session/s called Module A.  Everyone with some 
responsibility in the church or who engages in face-to-face work with young people, children or 
vulnerable adults is asked to attend the session/s in the next few months.  Ask your Superintendent or 
Circuit Safeguarding Link Person for information about your next local event. 
 
Pioneer Disciple Course  
The next course in Devon will be in the Okehampton area starting soon after Easter 2010 (leaflet here 
and here), with a Taster Evening on Monday February 1st. There will be a course in the Plymouth area 
starting in September 2010. And just over the border in Somerset, a course will be offered in Minehead 
starting March 2010 and running until November 2010. There is a taster afternoon/evening on 9th Feb 
leaflet here.  For more info: contact Dave Martin here 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻ special about the healthcare chaplaincy team? 
Saltash Baptist Church, Culver Road, Saltash, Cornwall PL12 4DR 
Wednesday 10th February 2010 9.30am—3.30pm 
With optional ‘masterclass’ in ‘How to carry out research’ 3.30-4.30pm 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Harriet Mowat 
Conference Fee £18 per head 
Including lunch and refreshments 
For an application form, telephone Revd. Rodney Baxendale 01752 792313 
rodney.baxendale@phnt.swest.nhs.uk 
 
 

Elevate Young Leaders Weekend 
Venue: The Beacon Youth Centre, Lee Abbey 
Date: Friday 26th Feb 7pm – Sunday 28th Feb 2pm 
Cost: suggested church donation of £30 
 
Many of you will recall that the Ecumenical Youth Advisers 
group (incorporating representatives from the Anglican, 
Methodist, URC, Catholic and Salvation Army churches and 
SWYM, Scripture Union and Urban Saints) has run a couple 
of events targeted at young leaders.  This is simply a 

weekend at the Beacon Youth Centre at Lee Abbey focused on helping young leaders (16-21) explore 
their calling as leaders.   
 
The kind of young person who this is suitable for is someone who is involved in leadership already 
(helping out with groups, children’s work, worship, scouts, guides etc.) or has the potential to do so.  It’s 
vital that they will have the opportunity to lead after they’ve been away for the weekend – and that this 
isn’t just a one off investment.  It’s also crucial that they have your support and ongoing investment to 
build on what they experience with us.  We complete an individual action plan with them during the 
weekend which we then pass on to you to use with them in helping them to continue to grow. 
 
Martin Thompson 
Youth Work Adviser, Council for Work with Children and Young People 
Diocese of Exeter, The Old Deanery, The Cloisters, Exeter, EX1 1HS 
Phone: 01392 294932  Mobile: 07834 907435  
 
 
PLEASE NOTE 
Handling Change Day Conference, 24th February 2010, Tavistock 
Sadly we have had to cancel the day due to Delivering Agency RUN (Reaching the Unchurched Network) 
ceasing to exist – they were still willing as individuals to come but the organising and publicity 
mechanisms have shut down so we felt it would be better to cancel. Steve has it as a Training Tuesdays 
Topics coming up so watch out for Change Management on www.trainingtuesdays.net  
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HEALED FOR A PURPOSE  
 

A short course  
How to become the people God intended us to be and to find our destiny and 
calling in Jesus 
 
Monday 8th February:   7.30pm   God created me for blessing 
Understanding God’s amazing plan for humankind and for us individually  
- Jesus as Saviour and Lord 
 
Monday 15th February:   7.30pm    What is it like to be me? 
Understanding the influences on our life from the past and present and how to be free from negative effects 
 
Monday 22nd February:   7.30pm   What is it like to be me?  
Understanding the important area of relationships 
 
Monday 1

st
 March:    7.30pm   Mindsets ς the battle for the mind 

Understanding the powerful area of beliefs and their effect on how we act and react - understanding identity and 
purpose 
 
Optional   HEALING ENCOUNTER Friday 19th March (eve) & Saturday 20th March (daytime) 
 
For people who would like to put into practice the teaching of the course we offer a time of personal prayer 
ministry.   

* There is no charge for the course, although we will invite you to make a small contribution (£1 per night) for 
course materials 
**Please phone or email to let us know you are coming so we can prepare course notes for you 

PLACE:  The Discovery Cafe Plymouth Methodist Central Hall Eastlake Street, Plymouth. PL1 1BA  Telephone:  
01752 660997   Email: pmchoffice@btconnect.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                              Worship  
                                                  Bible teaching 
                               Testimony 
                   Prayer 
 Reflection 

 
 

 

HEALED  

FOR  A  PURPOSE  

To seek God 

               To gain a sense of His presence 

                                          To óENCOUNTERô  Him 

DATES 

Friday February 12th 

Friday March12th 

Friday 14th May 

Friday 11th June 

Friday 9th July 

Friday 10th September 

Friday 8th October 

Friday 12th November 

 

TIME    7.30pm 

 

PLACE 

THE DISCOVERY CAFE 

Plymouth Methodist Central Hall 
Eastlake Street, Plymouth. PL1 1BA 

mailto:pmchoffice@btconnect.com


Local Preachers and Ministers  

The Plymouth and Exeter District of the Methodist Church and the 
College of Preachers invite you to a refreshing day for preachers 
at... 
Wonford Methodist Church 
Burnthouse Lane 
Exeter, Devon EX2 6NG 
Saturday March 6th from 10.00 am till 4.00 pm 
An exciting opportunities for preachers of all denominations 
Book in through Steve or simply click here.  
£10 at the door. Tea and coffee provided but bring your own lunch 

 
[ŀȅ 9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ нлмл.  
8-11 March 2010 at High Leigh Christian Conference Centre, Hoddesdon. 
For all lay employees and children and youth workers. More information and instructions on how to 
book via the Methodist Church website can be found via 
http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentoyou.content&cmid=2882.  
Or contact directly: 
Nicola Quinn | Ministries and Learning Officer  
Discipleship and Ministries Cluster| The Connexional Team 
020 7467 5105 [direct line] | 020 7467 5238 [fax] 
 
 

Ψ[Ŝǘ [ƻƻǎŜΩΥ /ǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ϧ LƳǇŀƛǊƳŜƴǘ 
Friday 12 - Sunday 14 March  
Led by: Susi Burdell, Peter Cole,  Donald Eadie, Kerstin Eadie,  
Ann Memmott, Christine Walters and Laura Wild 
  
The weekend will be an opportunity for creative discovery for people with impairment and their carers. 
What can we learn about ourselves and our spirituality through simple creative activities with good help 
and support? People will be encouraged to take part in whatever way is appropriate for their own ability 
and context.  
  
Together we will encourage each other to ‘ƭŜǘ ƭƻƻǎŜΩ our creativity and explore the gifts we have. The 
weekend will be gently paced, including plenty of space for rest, reflection and preparation. We hope to 
be inspired, inspiring, and to have fun!  
  
Please note that any art materials required for the course will be provided. 
Prices: Non-residential: £85  
 Residential: one person £130 - two people sharing a Double or Twin Room £220  
(Prices include all meals and refreshments for residential bookings and for non-residential bookings all 
meals except breakfast)  
For more information: Alison Ogden:  01722 424826 or aogden@sarum.ac.uk  
Sarum College, 19 The Close, Salisbury SP1 2EE 
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 LWPT  
Friends of LWPT Meeting  
Saturday March 13th 2010  2pm to 4pm  
at Wonford Methodist Church, Exeter.  
  
Speaker Mr Roger Steer from the Ringsash Circuit  
The meeting will also include a brief rededication of Local Preachers and Worship Leaders followed by 
an informal service of Holy Communion 
  
The afternoon will conclude with fellowship over a Bring and Share tea. All welcome. 
 
 

Fishnets with Tearfund 
10-3.30pm on Monday 15th March 2010 
at the Chapter House, Exeter Cathedral 
In the morning: 
Peter Grant - Tearfund's International Director, speaking on 
Poverty, Justice and Mission from a Biblical perspective 
followed by discussion. 
Lunch - provided free for all who sign up in advance  
In the afternoon: 
Patrick Parkes - Tearfund's UK Church Mobilisation Advisor & Janet May - 
Church Relationship Manager present a ‘Discovery’ taster session 
"Discovery is a practical process that helps your church become the centre of your community.” 
This Fishnets event is free, but there will be an opportunity to make a donation towards costs. 
Please book your place with Valerie Black, 
email: valerie.black@exeter.anglican.org  
More info from James Grier 
james.grier@exeter.anglican.org  Tel: 07825 610288 
 
 

 

An Evening with DANA 
Wednesday 12 May 2010 - 
7.30pm 
Palace Theatre, Paignton 
£12.00 Adults - £6.00 Children 
Coordinated by Paignton 
(Palace Avenue) Methodist 

Church on behalf of the Torbay Circuit 
for more information click here 
If churches would like posters or fliers please 
contact: 
Tel: 08452 576423  
E-mail: dana@torbay-methodists.org.uk 
 
 

 
 
 
 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ΧΦ 
Pick up the Team Email online at: 

http://www.pemd.org.uk 
 

Pete: tel: 01392 272541  
email: chair.p-e@pillinger.net 

Steve: tel: 01392 211624  
email: trainer@jonestribe.co.uk 

Dave: tel: 01752 604096  
email: district24ee@btinternet.com 
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