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The aim of this Prayer Diary is to create opportunity  
for regular prayer for the Circuits and local Churches  

through a weekly diary. 
There are also some general topics for prayer  

(starting on page 6) 
which we hope you will pick up as and when you feel led. 

 
The Diary will be supplemented by further information  

in the regular District Team Email. 
If you do not regularly receive the Team Email  

and would like to do so, please contact Dave Martin  
on 01752 604096 or email: pemdteam@btinternet.com 

in the week beginning Sunday 6 September please pray for the District  and 

* all new ministers and other lay employees taking up new appointments 

* Synod as it meets in Seaton on Saturday, for clear decision making and envisioning, 

* Rev Peter Pillinger, our new District Chair, 

* Rev Mike Parsons, Deputy Chair, 

* Edwin Dobinson, Synod Secretary, 

* and Vernon Joliffe, District Treasurer. 

in the week beginning Sunday 13 September  

please pray for the Plymouth and Devonport Circuit and 

* new Superintendent Simon Leigh and the working together of the new staff team. 

* We thank God for the property improvements at Elburton Methodist Church and 

 pray that God will enable us to use them to encourage people to come in and 

 find out what is happening.   

* Please also pray for a new team ministry being developed by seven churches in the 

 centre of Plymouth and for two Methodist URC church groups who are seeking 

 new URC ministers, 

* and the Stewards, Local Preachers, Treasurers, Clubs, Members and Community. 

in the week beginning Sunday 20 September  

please pray for the Plymouth Mission Circuit and 

* the ongoing work at the Crown Centre, 

* catching a vision of a future identity for the Keyham Community Project, 

* developing a new discipleship initiative at Central Hall, 

* rejoicing in the work among students and the city centre chaplaincy, 

* and the Stewards, Local Preachers, Treasurers, Clubs, Members and Community. 

* The South West District Chairs and URC Moderator meet together this week - pray 

 for a missional strategy for our churches in this area.  
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West Somerset  
 

Current prayer initiatives: 

* in one village a group meet fortnightly to pray for the village; the Quiet Room at The 

 Avenue, Minehead, continues to be used as just that - a small hub of prayer 

 goes on in there and it is a most useful room for a quiet talk or prayer session 

 one to one, 

* we have also had a healing and prayer service in the last year. 

Exmouth and Budleigh Salterton Circuit  
 

The Adventure Group (young people) at Temple Methodist, Budleigh Salterton, are 

planning a 24-hour Prayer Zone in the Church from 11.30am Saturday 26 September 

until 11.30am Sunday 27 September.  (They say, ñThis is being advertised around the 

Circuit and within the town but it would be great for the District to know about it 

too!ò)  It will culminate with the Harvest Festival Service on the Sunday morning 

when they hope to send up prayer balloons.  People visiting the Prayer Zone will be 

invited to write prayer messages on the balloons about things they need Jesusô help 

with.  They will set up various prayer areas around the church and there will be a 

Prayer Cafe open at all times, apart from during sleeping hours when the young people 

will have a rota for keeping the praying going.   

A Personal Request 
 

I would suggest prayers for the persecuted church around the world and those 

Christian agencies who support them.  I also feel prayers are needed for those nearing 

the end of their lives, and those caring for them.  Within prayer I sense a real need for 

silent obedient waiting on God. 

  

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope.  
    Psalm 130.5  
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Torquay 
 

On the third Sunday of each month the 10.30am service at Palace Avenue is 

interpreted by a BSL signer.  This has been normal practice for the last six years and 

they regularly welcome 3-5 profoundly deaf folk to this service.  They have recently 

successfully applied for grants from CAF and DAF to help continue this ministry, and 

increase advertising.  During the next year they hope to formulate a project to take 

them forward into the future.  This may be increasing the number of interpreted 

services, talking to the current users about their needs in worship, training and so on.  

Barnstaple 
 

Churches Together in Barnstaple are setting up a group for Healing on the Streets.  

CTiB are already involved in Street Pastoring, although this does not involve anyone 

from Methodist Churches yet. 

Exeter 
 

Wonford Methodist Church have been encouraged by 24/7 events.  In all they have 

had four very exciting 24/7 events since their initial experience four years ago.  

Actually, one of them lasted 48 hours.  The initiative spawned a weekly daytime 

Prayer Meeting, which is supported by a small number of congregation members, but 

they faithfully pray for congregation members and others who need prayer.  They also 

feature prayer for the persecuted church.  This complements the monthly church 

Prayer Meeting.  

District  
 

A new structure comes into play this September in the District so we pray for the six 

District Task Groups as they begin to take on their new way of working, and their 

Convenors: Beth McDowell, Ruth Richey, Debbie Borda, Neal Street, Stuart Innals 

and Edwin Dobinson.   

 

The District is also committing itself to a national initiative called Venture FX.  This 

project plans to establish Fresh Expressions of church among young adults and we are 

looking both for suitable venues and young pioneering church planters.  
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Additional Subjects for Prayer 
in the week beginning Sunday 27 September please pray for Exeter Circuit and 

* the major building development at The Mint and exciting future mission 

 opportunities, in particular with Street Pastors and Midnight Mint, 

* ecumenical collaboration in the rural areas and for the great potential which is 

opening up in areas of new  housing,   

* the Stewards, Local Preachers, Treasurers, Clubs, Members and Community. 

* This autumn some of the Exeter Circuit churches will be involved in a week-long 

 event along with other Exeter churches/denominations.  This will take place 

 just before Advent.  It is hoped that about thirty churches will open their doors 

 and offer prayer space to cover a whole 168 hours!  

in the week beginning Sunday 4 October please pray for Tavistock Circuit and 

*for the new Youth Minister, David Farrar, and his family, as they settle into life and 

 ministry in Tavistock after arriving from Seattle, USA, 

* for the new early morning all-age worship service at Tavistock, including the 

 practicalities of running two services every Sunday morning,   

* for progress in the proposed Tavistock-Connect family and community work project, 

* the Stewards, Local Preachers, Treasurers, Clubs, Members and Community. 

* The Exeter Diocesan Synod meets this Saturday.  We pray for wisdom for our 

 friends as they make hard decisions about ministry and finance.  We pray for 

 closer collaboration in mission and service between our denominations.  

in the week beginning Sunday 11 October please pray Torbay Circuit and 

* Messy Church beginning in October at St Andrews, Shiphay,  

* Praise Party which started in September at Goodrington, 

* for the smaller congregations to grow in faith in their abilities for outreach, 

* for all those doing the Pioneer Disciple Course and developing ideas for ófresh 

 expressionsô,  

* and the Stewards, Local Preachers, Treasurers, Clubs, Members and Community. 
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God has surely listened and 

heard my voice in prayer. 

Praise be to God, who has 

not rejected my prayer or 

withheld his love from me! 

 

Psalm 66:19-20 



in the week beginning Sunday 25 October please pray for Holsworthy Circuit and 

* the Stewards, Local Preachers, Treasurers, Clubs, Members and Community. 

* following a Circuit review, there are continuing conversations about mission 

 priorities and the best way to use scarce resources.  Please pray for wisdom for 

 the way forward. 

* Those following the EDEV process are meeting together today.  Pray for the 

individuals as they seek to discern God's call on their life.  

in the week beginning Sunday 18 October please pray for South Devon Circuit and 

* thank God for the continuing Ecumenical Prayer Meetings in the Circuit and good 

 collaboration between the churches, 

* and the Stewards, Local Preachers, Treasurers, Clubs, Members and Community. 

* The Street Pastors initiative was launched in Totnes in May and training is due to 

 begin this autumn.  Hopefully Pastors will be out on the streets before 

 Christmas.  Please pray for the coordinators of the group: Ann and Peter Dunn. 

 

As the Regional Stationing Meeting takes place on Thursday, we recognize the 

struggles that many Circuits have with appointing ministers.  We pray for new 

visionary ways of working, but also for more people to respond to the call of God to 

ministry, preaching and evangelism.  

in the week beginning Sunday 1 November please pray for Bude Circuit and 

* for the Pastor in Every Church project in Bradworthy, 

* for the Street Pastorsô Scheme in Bude.  The Elim Church together with the 

 Methodists and Anglican Church are the sponsoring groups for this new project 

 to offer support to the night-scene in town, 

* the Stewards, Local Preachers, Treasurers, Clubs, Members and Community. 

* Please pray for the Bude Circuit as they address some of the challenges of their 

 Circuit Review. 
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in the week beginning Sunday 15 November please pray for  

Taunton Deane and South Sedgemoor Circuit and 

* in particular as it prepares Stationing Profile forms and goes through the process of 

 stationing and seeking the appointment of a new Minister, 

* for the churches of the Circuit for the continued outreach in so many different ways 

 to people who would not normally come into church,  

* for their DEE, Dave Martin, and the rest of the team as they look to developing new 

 ways of working.  Pray that the whole of Methodism may grow in confidence 

 in evangelism and personal faith sharing  

* the Stewards, Local Preachers, Treasurers, Clubs, Members and Community. 

 

On Tuesday there is a gathering of all the District Evangelism Enablers. 

in the week beginning Sunday 8 November please pray for  

Exmouth and Budleigh Salterton Circuit and 

* for the work with children and young people and continuing conversations about the 

 mission priorities of the Circuit,  

* the Stewards, Local Preachers, Treasurers, Clubs, Members and Community. 

in the week beginning Sunday 22 November please pray for  

Tiverton and Wellington Circuit  and 

* for the leadership team as they begin to develop new structures and ways of working 

 as a joint Circuit, 

* the Stewards, Local Preachers, Treasurers, Clubs, Members and Community. 

* The Shebbear School Governors meet on Monday.  We pray for the work of the 

 School, Head Teacher, Bob Barnes and Chaplain David Hull.  

in the week beginning Sunday 29 November please pray for  

South Petherton and Crewkerne Circuit  and 

* praise God for the completion of the building work at Crewkerne, giving thanks for 

 all the voluntary work from so many of the members, for all the fund raising, 

 donations and grants.  Now we pray that the Church may be used effectively in 

 Godôs Mission in the community, 

* praise God for the new Children and Families worker, Abby Lintern, and pray that 

 folk in the Circuit will work with her, support and encourage her as she gets to 

 grips with what is going on and where she can most usefully make a difference, 

* praise God for 100 years of Methodist presence in Stoke-sub-Hamden as we 

 celebrate what is happening and trust Him for the future, 

* for Geoff and Kathy Hays as they wait to hear where they will be stationed and for 

 the Circuit as we pray for the right person to come and serve in this community,  

* the Stewards, Local Preachers, Treasurers, Clubs, Members and Community. 
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